
Minneapolis Pops Orchestra 
2019 Kids Play Performers

Flute
Audrey Stenger
Darcy Resch
Kiara Riehl

Oboe
Dima Murtada
Lauren Vilendrer
Britt Fulton

Bassoon
Carson Meritt
Dean Matteson

Trombone
Samuel Streeter
Jacques Tousignant
Jonny Calkins

Tuba
Drew Olson

Violin 1
Gillian Rath
Ashling Quinn
Holly Doty
Fiona Petrie
Vasyl Shevtsov
Ellie Elander

Violin 2
Paul Gherghetta
Emma Redden
Britta Pearson
Sophie Klein
Shannon Roman

Viola
Olivia Sedarski
Isabella Prater
Cristhian Aguilar Domiguez

Cello
Micah Christiansen
Haydn Wyckoff

Bass
Tess Roman



Kids Play History
Since 1996, the Minneapolis Pops Orchestra has invited 
students from several nearby high schools and music 
schools to join with the orchestra for a concert. Music 
is handed out ahead of time and students meet with 
orchestra coaches and Jere for rehearsals during the 
week prior to the concert. On the day of the event 
they join with the orchestra for a final rehearsal. Sitting 
side by side with the professional players is often an 
inspiration for the kids. As Music Director Jere Lanz has 
said: “Of all our partnerships in the community, I believe 
this one gives us musicians the most satisfaction as we 
see our sometime selves in talented teenagers with their 
own musical aspirations.”

Kids Play is also the name given to a year round program 
which started within the last few years. Pops players are 
available to help coach students enrolled in orchestras in
several local high schools. Public school orchestra 
directors have such heavy teaching loads that they can’t 
devote as much time as they’d like to helping young 
players with their instruments. Pops players try to fill in 
that gap.

Adapted from Cynthia Stokes’ soon-to-be published book on the 
history of the Minneapolis Pops Orchestra.

We offer special thanks to Pops first violinist Conor 
O’Brien, who coordinates the rehearsals and players for 
this concert.


